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The Longest Marriage
of a British Monarch

In 2017, Queen Elizabeth II and her husband Prince Philip
celebrated their 70" wedding anniversary. Theirs is the

longest marriage of a British monarch in history.

They were married at 10:30a.m. on 20* November 1947 at
Westminster Abbey in London, while Elizabeth was still a
princess. She arrived at the Abbey with her father, King
George VI, in the Irish State Coach - a horse-drawn
carriage used by the British Royal Family. Princess
Elizabeth had eight bridesmaids, most of whom

were relatives.

Over 200 million people around the world listened to the

happy couple exchanging their vows over the radio.

After the ceremony, Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip
made their way to Buckingham Palace, where a breakfast

was held in the Ball Supper Room.

Quick Questions

. What is the Irish State Coach?

. Which word in the text means the same as

‘family members'?

. Why do you think that so many people listened to the

wedding on the radio?

. Explain how Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip’s

wedding is similar to another event you know.
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Q

Answers

. What is the Irish State Coach?

Accept the answer ‘a horse-drawn carriage (used by
the British Royal Family)’ only.

. Which word in the text means the same as

‘family members'?
Accept the answer ‘relatives’ only.

. Why do you think that so many people listened to the

wedding on the radio?

Accept any answer which explains that the wedding
was an incredibly important event, or that people
could not afford to go to the event/watch the event
on the television so that was the only way they
could find out what was happening.

. Explain how Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip’s

wedding is similar to another event you know.
Accept any reasonable comparison between

this wedding and any other event, such as: ‘It is
similar to my auntie’s wedding because she had
lots of bridesmaids’; ‘It is similar to William and
Catherine’s wedding because they both happened at
Westminster Abbey’.
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