
Scientist Makes Incredible Discovery
Yesterday, local scientist Percy Spencer made history 
with an incredible discovery. The scientist, who was 
born on July 19th 1894, was continuing his research 
into electromagnetic waves when he discovered 
something incredible.

Looking down into his pocket, Percy noticed that the 
waves had melted the chocolate bar that he had been 
saving for his morning snack. This led the cunning 
physicist to realise that he may have just stumbled upon 
one of the greatest inventions of modern time: a new 
way of cooking food!

In an exclusive interview, Percy told us that he planned 
on turning his new discovery into a brand new cooking 
device known as the microwave oven.
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Quick Questions
1.	 In an exclusive interview… 

Explain what the word exclusive means in this 
sentence. 

�

2.	 What is the main purpose of the last paragraph? 

�  

�

3.	 What do you think Percy Spencer’s first thought 
was when he saw the melted chocolate bar? 

�  

�

4.	 Explain how the layout of a newspaper helps you 
to understand the text. 

�  

�
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AnswersScientist Makes Incredible Discovery
Yesterday, local scientist Percy Spencer made history 
with an incredible discovery. The scientist, who was 
born on July 19th 1894, was continuing his research 
into electromagnetic waves when he discovered 
something incredible.

Looking down into his pocket, Percy noticed that the 
waves had melted the chocolate bar that he had been 
saving for his morning snack. This led the cunning 
physicist to realise that he may have just stumbled upon 
one of the greatest inventions of modern time: a new 
way of cooking food!

In an exclusive interview, Percy told us that he planned 
on turning his new discovery into a brand new cooking 
device known as the microwave oven.
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1.	 In an exclusive interview… 
Explain what the word exclusive means in this 
sentence. 
The word exclusive means that they were the 
only people who interviewed Percy Spencer.

2.	 What is the main purpose of the last paragraph? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The main 
purpose of the last paragraph is to let the reader 
know what Percy Spencer is planning to do next.

3.	 What do you think Percy Spencer’s first thought 
was when he saw the melted chocolate bar? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: What’s happened? 
My pocket can’t have been warm enough to melt 
the chocolate; it must have been the waves!

4.	 Explain how the layout of a newspaper helps you 
to understand the text. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The layout of the  
newspaper helps you to understand the text by 
breaking the information up into smaller chunks  
that are easier to understand. 
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