
Who Really Discovered 
Tutankhamun’s Tomb?

On 26th November 1922, Howard Carter made the 
first hole in the wall of pharaoh Tutankhamun’s 
antechamber. It was immediately hailed as one of the 
greatest historical discoveries of all time. However, did 
you know that, were it not for Hussein Abdul-Rasoul, 
the famous tomb may still be lying uncovered?

Hussein was charged with providing water to Howard 
Carter’s team. One day, while clearing away sand to 
make space for the water jugs, Hussain discovered a 
smooth stone that was unlike the others in the area. He 
showed it to Howard Carter who immediately instructed 
his team to begin uncovering the rest of it. This stone 
turned out to be the top of a set of stairs that led to the 
previously undiscovered tomb of Tutankhamun.
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Quick Questions
1.	 Hussein was charged with providing water to 

Howard Carter’s team. 
What does charged with mean in this sentence? 
Tick one. 

   It was a punishment. 
   It was his job. 
   He was the only person qualified to do it. 
   He didn’t enjoy it.

2.	 What happened on 26th November 1922? 

�

3.	 Explain how the author hooks the reader in to  
the text. 

�  

�

4.	 Argue that Hussein Abdul-Rasoul should be as 
famous as Howard Carter. 

�  

�
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AnswersWho Really Discovered 
Tutankhamun’s Tomb?

On 26th November 1922, Howard Carter made the 
first hole in the wall of pharaoh Tutankhamun’s 
antechamber. It was immediately hailed as one of the 
greatest historical discoveries of all time. However, did 
you know that, were it not for Hussein Abdul-Rasoul, 
the famous tomb may still be lying uncovered?

Hussein was charged with providing water to Howard 
Carter’s team. One day, while clearing away sand to 
make space for the water jugs, Hussain discovered a 
smooth stone that was unlike the others in the area. He 
showed it to Howard Carter who immediately instructed 
his team to begin uncovering the rest of it. This stone 
turned out to be the top of a set of stairs that led to the 
previously undiscovered tomb of Tutankhamun.
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1.	 Hussein was charged with providing water to 
Howard Carter’s team. 
What does charged with mean in this sentence? 
Tick one. 

   It was a punishment. 
   It was his job. 
   He was the only person qualified to do it. 
   He didn’t enjoy it.

2.	 What happened on 26th November 1922? 
On 26th November 1922. Howard Carter made  
the first hole in the wall of pharaoh 
Tutankhamun’s antechamber.

3.	 Explain how the author hooks the reader in to  
the text. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The author uses  
a ‘Did you know…?’ question to make the reader  
want to learn more. 

4.	 Argue that Hussein Abdul-Rasoul should be as 
famous as Howard Carter. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: If Hussein hadn’t 
 noticed or let anyone know about the smooth  
rock that he had found, the team might never have  
dug in that area. Both him and Howard Carter  
should be famous for discovering the tomb of  
Tutankhamun.
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