
Disclaimer

We hope that you find the information on our website and resources useful. This resource contains works of fiction written in the ‘chiller’ genre that 
may be frightening for younger or sensitive students. While it is likely that these resources will not be upsetting to most children, it is your responsibility 
to consider whether it is appropriate to use this resource with your students.
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Questions
1.	 How long has the mansion been empty for? 

�

2.	 How do you think Martha might feel when she 
reads Lionel’s letter? 

�

3.	 Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that 
they happened in. 

   Lionel wrote a letter to Martha. 

   Lionel arrived at the mansion. 

   Lionel tried to open the door. 

   Lionel asked for directions.

4.	 What do you think the strange noise might turn 
out to be? 

�  

�
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Dear Martha,

I have just arrived. The taxi driver had no idea where 
we were going. In the end, a stranger had to give us 
directions! They warned us away from the mansion 
but it’s just one of those tales that always surround 
abandoned houses.

Despite being empty for over one hundred years, the 
property is in great condition. A quick dust and it’ll 
be ready to sell. There was one room that I couldn’t 
get into but I’m sure that the door has just stiffened 
up over the years. 

There’s a strange noise coming from upstairs so I’m 
off to investigate.

Speak soon,

Lionel

Letter from an Estate Agent
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Answers
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Dear Martha,

I have just arrived. The taxi driver had no idea where 
we were going. In the end, a stranger had to give us 
directions! They warned us away from the mansion 
but it’s just one of those tales that always surround 
abandoned houses.

Despite being empty for over one hundred years, the 
property is in great condition. A quick dust and it’ll 
be ready to sell. There was one room that I couldn’t 
get into but I’m sure that the door has just stiffened 
up over the years. 

There’s a strange noise coming from upstairs so I’m 
off to investigate.

Speak soon,

Lionel

Letter from an Estate Agent
1.	 How long has the mansion been empty for? 

The mansion has been empty for over one  
hundred years.

2.	 How do you think Martha might feel when she 
reads Lionel’s letter? 
Accept any sensible answer, such as: I think that  
Martha will feel worried about what Lionel is  
going to discover upstairs.

3.	 Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that 
they happened in. 

4    Lionel wrote a letter to Martha. 
2    Lionel arrived at the mansion. 
3    Lionel tried to open the door. 

1    Lionel asked for directions.

4.	 What do you think the strange noise might turn 
out to be? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that the  
strange noise might turn out to be lots of bats 
that have made their home in the attic.
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