
A Brief History  A Brief History    of Street Partiesof Street Parties

The first street parties were organised in 1919 to 
celebrate the signing of the Treaty of Versailles at 
the end of the First World War. They were organised 
primarily for children and were called Peace Teas. Since 
then, this fun British tradition has been revived and 
improved time and time again for public events, such 
as VE Day, The Queen’s coronation, the millennium and 
Her Majesty’s Silver, Gold and Diamond Jubilees. 

Now, it often includes decorations, activities for children 
and a communal meal prepared and shared by all 
residents of a particular street. Some residents include 
music or bring their TVs or tablets out so everyone can 
watch the event they are celebrating together. 
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Quick Questions
1.	 Explain the meaning of the word, revived.  

�  

2.	 Why do you think the author describes street 

parties as a British tradition?   

�  

�  

�  

3.	 When were the first street parties organised? 

�  

4.	 Summarise what you have learnt about street 
parties in 25 words or fewer. 

�  

�  

�
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Answers
1.	 Explain the meaning of the word, revived.    

Revived means to be brought back or 
reintroduced. 

2.	 Why do you think the author describes street 

parties as a British tradition? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think they 
describe it this way because it is a popular 
tradition in Britain during public events. 

3.	 When were the first street parties organised?  

The first street parties were organised in 1919. 

4.	 Summarise what you have learnt about street 
parties in 25 words or fewer. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: Street parties 
started in 1919 and have been held for many 
public events afterwards. They include food, 
decorations and activities. 
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