
A Schoolboy’s Diary
I arrived at school this morning at 6.30 a.m., as usual.

We began with prayers before moving on to Latin 
grammar then arithmetic. I find Latin tiresome but 
father says it’s essential if I want to become a successful 
businessman when I’m older. I was relieved that I didn’t 
blot my paper with my quill pen and ink today because 
it meant I avoided the schoolmaster’s cane!

Lunch today was bread, meat, fruit and ale. We all 
worked hard in the afternoon so were rewarded with an 
early finish at 5 p.m.

My sisters often complain about not being allowed to 
attend school but I don’t think they would like studying 
for six and a half days a week!
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Questions
1.	 What do the schoolchildren use to write? 

�  

2.	 Which word shows that the child’s father thinks 
that learning Latin is important? 

                                                                                           

3.	 Predict what time the children would normally 

finish school.   

�  

�  

�  

 

4.	 Would you have liked to have been a schoolchild in 
the Tudor times? Explain your answer.  

�  

�  

�
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Answers
1. What do the schoolchildren use to write?

The schoolchildren use a quill pen and ink to write.

2. Which word shows that the child’s father thinks
that learning Latin is important.

essential

3. Predict what time the children would normally

finish school.  
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think they
would usually finish school at about 6 p.m. 

4. Would you have liked to have been a schoolchild in
the Tudor times? Explain your answer. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: No, I would
not have liked to have been a schoolchild in
Tudor times because the days were long and the
subjects don’t sound as interesting as today.
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