
Yeoman Warders
Yeoman Warders (also known as ‘Beefeaters’) are the 
official protectors of the Tower of London. They are 
known for their Tudor uniforms and trademark hats. 

Yeoman Warders were used in Tudor times as Henry 
VIII’s bodyguards before being given the job of guarding 
the royal tower. No one really knows why they have the 
nickname ‘Beefeaters’ but some people have suggested 
that they were once known for dining on roast beef!

The Yeoman Warder is a highly-respected position which 
still exists today. Only certain types of soldiers with over 
22 years’ experience are able to carry out the role. All 
new Yeoman Warders have to make a special promise 
called an oath of royal allegiance. This same promise has 
been made by every Yeoman Warder since 1337.
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Questions
1. What is the name of the promise that Yeoman

Warders make?

2. Find and copy a word which shows that the Tower
of London is owned by the king or queen.

3. Why do you think Yeoman Warders need over 22

years of experience as soldiers before they can do

the job?  

4. Summarise what you have learnt about Yeoman
Warders in one sentence.
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Answers
1. What is the name of the promise that Yeoman

Warders make?
Yeoman Warders have to make a special
promise called an oath of royal allegiance.

2. Find and copy a word which shows that the Tower
of London is owned by the king or queen.
royal

3. Why do you think Yeoman Warders need over 22
years of experience as soldiers before they can do
the job?
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think Yeoman
Warders need this experience because it is
an important role so it needs people who are
experienced and respected.

4. Summarise what you have learnt about Yeoman
Warders in one sentence.
Pupils’ own responses, such as: Yeoman Warders
are experienced soldiers who protect the Tower
of London.

Yeoman Warders
Yeoman Warders (also known as ‘Beefeaters’) are the 
official protectors of the Tower of London. They are 
known for their Tudor uniforms and trademark hats. 

Yeoman Warders were used in Tudor times as Henry 
VIII’s bodyguards before being given the job of guarding 
the royal tower. No one really knows why they have the 
nickname ‘Beefeaters’ but some people have suggested 
that they were once known for dining on roast beef!

The Yeoman Warder is a highly-respected position which 
still exists today. Only certain types of soldiers with over 
22 years’ experience are able to carry out the role. All 
new Yeoman Warders have to make a special promise 
called an oath of royal allegiance. This same promise has 
been made by every Yeoman Warder since 1337.

8 
17 
25

34 
43 
54 
61 
71

79 
89 
100 
109 
119 
127

visit twinkl.comvisit twinkl.com

http://www.twinkl.co.uk

