
Progression	in	Calculations:	SUBTRACTION	
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Year	
group	

Objective	and	
strategies	

Concrete	 Pictorial	 Abstract	

1	 Taking	away	ones	

	 	

	

1/2/3	 Counting	back	on	a	
structured	number	
line	(progressing	
onto	unstructured)		
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2	 Part	whole	model	

	

	
	

2/3	 Make	10	
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2/3	 Finding	the	
difference	on	an	
unstructured	
number	line	
	

	 	

	

2-6	 Column	subtraction	-	
without	regrouping	
(This	strategy	forms	a	
natural	progression	in	
a	column	method,	as	
a	small	step	before	
column	subtraction	
with	regrouping)	

	

	

If	extra	support	is	needed	when	
transitioning	to	this	more	
abstract	method,	the	numbers	
can	be	expanded	in	column	
subtraction	to	highlight	place	
value.	

	
	
	
This	then	progresses	onto	clear	
column	subtraction.	
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2-6	 Column	subtraction	–	
regrouping	
	

	
	

	

If	extra	support	is	needed	when	
transitioning	to	this	more	
abstract	method,	the	numbers	
can	be	expanded	in	column	
subtraction	to	highlight	place	
value.	

	
	
Moving	forward,	the	children	
use	a	more	compact	method.	
This	will	lead	to	an	
understanding	of	subtracting	
any	numbers	including	
decimals.	
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