
This morning, the town has a new resident in the form of a 
stranger, who has appeared out of nowhere and has taken 
up residence on the town’s old, wooden bench because he 
apparently has nowhere else to go.

This development took place overnight, with the town’s 
residents waking to this stinking, old man and his little, black 
dog.

The stranger, nicknamed Mr Stink by locals, is sporting a bow 
tie and tweed jacket. However, one eyewitness commented, 
“His beard is disgusting; it’s full of old bits of egg and sausage 
and cheese that look like they’ve been there for years!”

Nonetheless, most town folk have been nice to him, with some 
even dropping a few coins at his feet.

3.   Look at the first paragraph. What does the author mean 
by the phrase ‘taken up residence’?

                                                                                                

                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                 

4.   How else do you think the eyewitness would describe the 
stranger to others? Explain your answer.

                                                                                                

                                                                                                       

                                                                               

2.   Find and copy one word which means the same as 
‘wearing’. 

                                                                                               

1.   How did the eyewitness describe Mr Stink’s beard? Tick 
one.

new
disgusting

old
black
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3.   Look at the first paragraph. What does the author mean 
by the phrase ‘taken up residence’?

Accept any reasonable explanation that relates to moving 
in, living or staying there.

4.   How else do you think the eyewitness would describe the 
stranger to others? Explain your answer.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the eyewitness would 
say that the stranger is dirty because of the food in his 
beard and that he needs to wash because the food looks like 
it has been there for years.

2.   Find and copy one word which means the same as 
‘wearing’. 

sporting

1.   How did the eyewitness describe Mr Stink’s beard? Tick 
one.

new
disgusting

old
black

This morning, the town has a new resident in the form of a 
stranger, who has appeared out of nowhere and has taken 
up residence on the town’s old, wooden bench because he 
apparently has nowhere else to go.

This development took place overnight, with the town’s 
residents waking to this stinking, old man and his little, black 
dog.

The stranger, nicknamed Mr Stink by locals, is sporting a bow 
tie and tweed jacket. However, one eyewitness commented, 
“His beard is disgusting; it’s full of old bits of egg and sausage 
and cheese that look like they’ve been there for years!”

Nonetheless, most town folk have been nice to him, with some 
even dropping a few coins at his feet.120
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