
Thursday 9th July  

Dear Families,  

                    I am sitting down in my office now at the 

end of a beautiful (red blisteringly hot!) day feeling so 

privileged to do my job. The pupils were amazing to-

day! They took the joy of the day and reframed any-

thing that they were unsure of. They welcomed new 

pupils and old friends from previous years. It was a 

triumph for them all and please do let them know 

how proud we all were. We welcomed our new Sep-

tember Year R cohort too and they all loved their 

time in Oak Class. Today, we definitely got a vision of 

the fun we are going to have in our new journeys in 

September. Thank you to all those parents who spent 

the time preparing their children, talking through the 

changes, reframing and rehearsing– it is so clear 

when children have been given this space and think-

ing time. I will say it again – on your shoulders we 

build! Thank you. 

   I have had a couple of very well-prepared 

parents ringing for September 2027 start and it did 

occur to me that we will need to share our Open Day 

sessions soon. I would love to think that our parents 

could recommend St Mary’s and I would love it if you 

could keep your ears open to anyone who would like 

a recommendation. I think a recommendation from a 

parent says far more than any flyer, poster or even 

Ofsted report! 

 

 Bentworth Fete was also a triumph! St Mary’s 

danced, we sand, we sold two different products, we 

ran a café and had PTA stalls– it was magnificent.  

 

Copy of newsletter also on the school website www.bentworth.hants.sch.uk  

ST MARY’S CE NEWSLETTER 

Safeguarding Everybody’s 

 business  

  

“ We warmly welcome each and every child to St Mary’s and have high aspirations for all our pupils. 

Through love, we nurture a sense of purpose, a direction, a meaning of life. 

Through respect, we celebrate that everyone is unique and special. 

Through belonging, we commit to our families and communities so that together we can flourish.”  

Love, Respect, Belong 

Transition was a triumph! 
The Year 6 apprentice groups were growing, 

learning and working hard and I think they will look 

at those adults who run stalls with great admiration 

now. They all learnt so much and we could see so 

many shine in the opportunity. Well done for trying 

something new and pushing yourselves out of your 

comfort zones! They raised over £200 for the 

school! Awesome. The winning team did have the 

highest profit of all time – great entrepreneurs!  

I look forward to seeing you at the KS2 Play on 

Monday at 4pm – Dazzle! We have a raffle  and 

refreshments too.  

Kind regards, Mrs Jo Ayres 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zwzB7So7jSM


SURVIVE AND BLOSSOM 

Key habit we are learning this  

half term : Mental Toughness ! 

So today we reflected on Transition– 

Growing through Change. 

The Caterpillar 

A caterpillar spends its time crawling and eating leaves. 

It doesn't stay a caterpillar forever. 

Before it becomes a butterfly, something amazing happens...It goes into a chrysalis. 

Inside, lots of change is happening—even when you can't see it. 

We are like the Caterpillar. 

Sometimes we feel like we're still learning. 

Sometimes we think: 

"I can't do it.“ ….YET 

"I don't understand.“…...YET 

"I don’t know.“…...YET 

But growing often happens when things feel difficult. 

"There is a time for everything." 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Every new class. 

Every new challenge. 

Every new friendship. 

Every new beginning is part of our journey. 

The Butterfly 

The butterfly doesn't become beautiful overnight. 

It grows. 

It changes. 

It keeps going. 

We all grow at different speeds. 

And that's okay. 

Remember... 

Like the caterpillar...You are growing. 

Like the chrysalis...You may not see all the changes happening. 

Like the butterfly... One day you'll look back and realise how much you've 

grown. 

When you feel worried, remember one small word...YET 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zn4rkmn


Class Learning 

Ash 

Ask us about our pond dipping.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Oak 

Ask us about The Night Pirates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elder  

Ask us about our Y7 Geography    

lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lime 

Ask us about screen printing at Eg-

gars. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our wonderful Rounder’s Team! The team 

came 2nd place out of 8 schools in the Rounder’s tournament 

which is a fantastic achievement! 

Spaces for September 

2026-2027 Spaces (from September) 

Year R Full—Waiting List 

Year 1—Full 

Year 2—Full 

Year 3—2 spaces 

Year 4 Full—Waiting List 

Year 5 Full—Waiting List 

Year 6—3 spaces 

If you know of any wonderful additions that may be interested in these spaces, please do tell 

them to get in touch.  



Child & Adolescent Counselling – Tuesday Appointments Available 

Samanta has been supporting some of our pupils in the school on Tuesdays and will have some 

availability coming up in the new school year for families seeking additional emotional and so-

cial support for their child.   

Her approach is gentle, child-led, and tailored to each young person's individual needs, 

providing a safe, supportive space where children can explore their thoughts and feelings at 

their own pace. Many children look forward to coming to their sessions and value having a 

dedicated space where they feel heard and understood. 

If you would like to find out more please contact her directly for a free exploratory call and she 

can answer any questions you may have - www.attunedpsychotherapist.com.  Samanta has 

been a great asset to our community.   

Social Media Consultation 

The government ran a national consultation from March to May 2026, one of the largest en-

gagement exercises undertaken by this government. The results showed overwhelming public 

demand for action with 9 in 10 parents backing a social media ban for under‑16s, and two-

thirds of young people agreeing under-16s should not be allowed to use at least some social 

media platforms. These changes reset the rules so that children are protected from the plat-

forms and online features that create the most harm.  

Technology is part of most children’s lives from an early age. It can help children learn, 

build friendships and develop creativity. But it also brings risks, and many parents, teachers 

and young people have told us the current situation is not working well enough.  

Social media use among children and adolescents is almost universal.  The proportion of chil-

dren with social media profiles has increased significantly in the last 5 years. We must ensure 

children can engage with the online world safely, and that parents and carers feel confident 

to support and empower their children online.  

For more information on the consultation, and a child friendly explanation sheet on what is 

changing please visit the Government website. Growing Up in the Online World. 

http://www.attunedpsychotherapist.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/growing-up-in-the-online-world-a-national-consultation


 

We loved our Alton Arts Festival workshops. The 

exhibition at Freedom Through Expression Art    

Gallery in Alton runs from 3rd–12th July, showcas-

ing work from across the School Programme. It will 

be well worth a family visit!  

 

Please do scan the QR code below to see photos 

from the workshops. Please do not share the link 

externally, they are just for our school community 

to enjoy!  

 

 



Sunrise Breakfast Club and  

After School Club Update 

 

As we begin the countdown to the summer holidays, we would like to let 

everyone know that there may be some changes to the daily menu at 

Breakfast Club and Afterschool Club from next week. 

To prepare for the end of term, we will be using up the food we have in our 

fridge, freezer, and cupboards before carrying out a deep clean. This helps 

us reduce food waste and ensures everything is ready for a fresh start in the 

new academic year. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support. 

























DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION 

Monday 13th July 4pm KS2 Show, Lime and Elder classes Everyone welcome to come and watch 

Wednesday 15th July 6.30pm Full Governing Body meeting  

Thursday 16th July 9.15am Church—Leavers Service Elder to present 

Friday 17th July  2.30pm Sharing assembly—Governor Quiz  

Tuesday 21st July 1pm Achievement Assembly Children can go home after achievement as-

sembly. No after school club this day.  

Wednesday 22nd July  All day  INSET DAY  

Wednesday 2nd September  All day First day back  

*Items in red newly added/changes to 

event 


