
you want us to be alert to their effort and when
children take responsibility for their own equipment.
Thank you for everything you do- we can see it
every day in school. This is one of the biggest factors
in success and happiness in your child's life.
        Please can you share our Open Day
information- Thursday 6th October 9.30-11.30am-
come along anytime. A recommendation is so
helpful and lots of people say they don't even know
we are here! Thank you.
         Lastly, a lovely offer. We have a piano
available to a lovely family. We would ask for a
donation to the PTA but it is really wonderful. We
have 3 currently and only need 2. If you or someone
you know would like this opportunity please come
and let me or the office know.

 Kind regards, Mrs Jo Ayres - Headteacher

“We warmly welcome each and every child to St Mary’s and have high aspirations for all our pupils.
 Through love, we nurture a sense of purpose, a direction, a meaning of life.
 Through respect, we celebrate that everyone is unique and special.
 Through belonging, we commit to our families and communities so that together we can flourish.” 

Love, Respect, Belong

Dear Families,
           We are flying through the term and I am
seeing progress already! Thank you to all those who
have or are going to attend 'Meet the Teacher'. I
think we need to rename this for next year as this is
less about the teacher and more about your child
and the step up into the next year. It is so important
for all parents to understand what 'knowing your
time tables' means in Y4 as opposed to Y3 e.g not
counting up in 3s, but random, fast and with
division; or how spelling those common exception
words builds each year. The curriculum is built in
such a careful way linked to your child's
development that you, as parents need to
understand what is expected of them (and you).
We know our parents want to know as much as
possible about learning and how to make progress-
please do use this opportunity to focus in on your
child's year ahead.
           Another element of these briefings is to
enable all parents to update themselves with their
child's new potential re-independence, self-
advocacy and organisation. Each year it is an
important part of parenting to step back that little
bit and empower your child to take those next
steps. They are amazing and they blossom so
quickly it is hard to keep up. When you jump in
quickly, when you 'rescue' them from anything that
is uncomfortable your child hears a subtext that
tells them they can't manage, it's dangerous on
your own or you need me all the time to be safe. I
know so many parents use words and actions of
empowerment, building resilience every day. I hear
it and see it on the gate, in meetings and in emails
and calls whether that is  asking them to look at
people when they talk, remember manners or
walking round in the morning. We see it in home-
school books where parents have coached their
child to ask a question in school and
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Safeguarding Everybody’s
business 
Keeping children safe is our highest priority. Our
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and three
Deputy DSLs work together to support the safety and
wellbeing of all our pupils.
Our safeguarding team is here to listen, support
families and respond to any concerns about a child’s
welfare. If you have a concern or simply need some
advice, please don’t hesitate to speak to a member
of the team.

DSL: 
Mrs Ayres - Headteacher
Deputy DSL’s:
Miss Baker - Deputy Headteacher/Oak Class
Mrs Walke - Elder Class
Mrs Sutherland - Admin Office

Open Day - Tuesday 6  October!th



Key habit we are learning this half term: Perception

We shared this with the children this week- to focus on challenges
and prepare, to have quick response to carry on, to finish, to have a

goal.

We discussed how she knew falling, tripping or being in a group issue
could be a problem. All athletes in this field know, they prepare and

they know what they are going to do. We shared how we must
expect to feel uncomfortable sometimes, that it is normal and that
we reflect, we plan and we keep going because we know we will

get there and we will finish. Izzy Fry is inspiring and the children really
empathised with her fall and were so proud of her instant reaction to

keep going and then move up the field.
Do watch it with you child- she falls at 24.15 so we watch for a few

minutes before.

SURVIVE AND BLOSSOM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcOfBfOAVuA




j

Elder Lime

Ash Oak

Class Learning

Ask us about self portraits and the work
of Pablo Picasso.

Ask us about our historically inspired battle
recount writting!

Ask us about our cave paintings.

Ask us about making clay pots at Eggars. 



Parent Governor Elections

We would like to thank all parents and carers who expressed an initial
interest in becoming a Parent Governor. We are pleased to confirm that,
following the receipt of one application, Scott Fitness has been re-
appointed as our Parent Governor for a four-year term.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Scott for coming forward
and for his continued commitment to our school. We particularly value
the contribution he has made through his previous work supporting our
Governing Body, and we look forward to continuing to benefit from his
experience and commitment in this role.

Congratulations and welcome back, Scott!

Medication Reminder

Just a reminder that all medication has to be handed into the school
office to be logged in and if necessary a consent form must be
completed. This form must indicate the reason and must be signed. If you
are dropping off at Breakfast Club, please arrange to see Mrs Matharu or
Mrs West to hand over and complete paperwork as necessary.

SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOL
UPDATESUPDATESUPDATES

Fundraising Marathon
One of our parents is running a half marathon in aid of Duchenne UK. This
charity provides vital research and support for those diagnosed with
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. This condition reduces muscle strength
over time and research is vital in finding new treatments and clinical
care. Please, if you are able to do so, support this mission. 

Support The Cause

https://www.justgiving.com/page/april-rebecca?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL


Governors News
The Autumn Term is underway and we hope that children, staff and our wider school community are settling in well, as the
new school year gets underway.

Parent Governor Vacancy - Scott Fitness appointed

The deadline for applications closed last Friday with one application being received. In accordance with the process for
appointing a Parent Governor, there is no requirement to hold an election. I am pleased to confirm that the applicant, Scott
Fitness, has therefore been appointed as Parent Governor for a four year term. Below is an extract from Scott’s application
that sets out what he brings to the role. We are delighted to have Scott’s skills and enthusiasm on the Governing Body.
Extract from application for parent governor role:
“Having had the privilege of serving as a parent governor at St Mary’s Bentworth for the past four years, I am reapplying for
this role to continue giving back to our wonderful school. My primary motivation is ensuring that St Mary’s remains a place
where our children truly flourish and are given every opportunity to succeed in a safe, inspiring environment. At the same
time, I am deeply committed to supporting our dedicated staff, making sure they feel valued, happy and well-equipped in
their roles.

My approach as a governor is structured, organised and hands-on. Drawing on my experience navigating fast-paced
project environments, I bring clear focus to all that is asked of me, whether that involves joining health and safety walks,
reviewing books for awards, looking over policies, or actively participating in Governor meetings and discussions. I take
great pride in making my own small contribution to the behind-the-scenes tasks in an attempt to reduce overhead on our
staff so that they can concentrate on helping our children and ensure that St Mary’s stays on its fantastic trajectory. Now
having three children in the school at various points of their school journey, with vastly different needs and interests, I feel I
have the foundational experience to understand and advocate for all that St Mary’s has to offer.”

What we will be doing this year

The Governing Body had our first meeting on 30 September. This meeting covers many compliance matters - roles to be
allocated, responsibilities taken up for many statutory duties such as Safeguarding, Financial Management, Pupil Progress,
there are new and revised Policies agreed, and an ongoing commitment to improvement in all that St Mary’s Bentworth
offers. 

As governors we work collectively to fulfil our three core functions:

Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction
Holding school leadership to account for education outcomes for every child and ensuring staff are managed well
Overseeing financial performance - money is spent well and the school budget is rigorously monitored

What we don’t do is manage the day to day running of the school. The staff, led by Mrs Ayres, are responsible for all aspects
of day to day life at St Mary’s Bentworth. We are confident that they are committed to the positive development and
wellbeing of every child in the school working in partnership with our school families.

How to get in touch

We are always happy to hear feedback from our school community. 
If you would like to know more about the strategic role of the Governing Body and/or share your thoughts with us, please get
in touch. You can leave a message with the school office, arrange to meet with a governor, or catch us on one of the
‘Governor on the Gate’ days which will be announced in future Newsletters. Our photos are on the noticeboard in the school
entrance. Information about the governors and what we do is also on the school website.

What’s Next

We have secured a grant for further work to the school grounds that will be spent on completing one of the projects in the
Landscape Plan to make our grounds more accessible. [Link to the Vision for our grounds Parent Governor Elections]

We would like to thank all parents and carers who expressed an initial interest in becoming a Parent Governor. We are
pleased to confirm that, following the receipt of one application, Scott Fitness has been re-appointed as our Parent
Governor for a four-year term.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Scott for coming forward and for his continued commitment to our school. We
particularly value the contribution he has made through his previous work supporting our Governing Body, and we look
forward to continuing to benefit from his experience and commitment in this role.

Congratulations and welcome back, Scott!

Regular monitoring and reviewing tasks are carried out throughout the term. This includes pupil progress data analysis, Health
and Safety walks, financial audits, link meetings with our staff about their roles, safeguarding audits, and listening to what the
children have to say. 

We look forward to meeting many of you in the weeks to come.

The Governors

https://www.bentworth.hants.sch.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=1850
https://www.bentworth.hants.sch.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=1850
https://www.bentworth.hants.sch.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=1850
https://www.bentworth.hants.sch.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=1850
https://www.bentworth.hants.sch.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=1850
https://www.bentworth.hants.sch.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=1850
https://www.bentworth.hants.sch.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=1850
https://www.bentworth.hants.sch.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=1850


Sunrise Breakfast Club and 
After School Club Update

Breakfast Around the World Continues!

Yesterday, our Sunrisers travelled to Qatar 🇶🇦 to taste Chabab, a
traditional Qatari pancake.

We waited impatiently for the batter to rise before we could cook
our pancakes. The Sunrisers were very excited to see them ready,

and Chabab proved to be very popular!

Another delicious breakfast discovery has been added to our
journey around the world.

Next week, we will be travelling to a country beginning with the
letter R. We haven’t quite finalised our destination yet, so watch

this space!





















DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION

Friday 2nd October 2:45pm Sharing Assembly
All parents invited to attend sharing
assembly. There will be no Year R children to
begin with.

Tuesday 6th October 9:30-11:30am Open Morning
Parents of children due to start in
September 2027 to attend. Please contact
the office to book a place.

Wednesday 7th October
9:15am..............................
................................
3:45pm

Church - Harvest
.......................................................................
Lime Class Meet The Teacher

Everyone welcome to come along, all
children from school will be there

Tuesday 13th October All day Whole school Flu Immunisations Letter emailed to parents

Wednesday 14th October All day Ash Class Paul Ullson visit Letter sent home to parents 

Friday 23rd October 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October School closed Half term

Monday 2nd November School closed INSET Day

Tuesday 3rd November All day Autumn 2 term starts

Thursday 5th November 9:15am
Year 6 and Autumn born Year R height
and weight

Letter to go home closer to the time

Friday 6th November All day Grown up to school day

Monday 9th November All day Paul Ullson visit Oak and Lime Letter to go home closer to the time

Wednesday 11th November All day Individual and sibling photo’s

Friday 13th November 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Monday 16th November - 19th November 3:30-5:30pm Parents evening

Thursday 19th November All day Oak Class trip to Milestones
Museum.......... 

Letter to go home closer to the time

Tuesday 24th November PM Panto
Children will watch a pantomime in the hall
during school hours

Friday 27th November 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Thursday 3rd December All day Ash Class Trip to Butser Ancient Farm Letter to go home closer to the time

Wednesday 9th December 9:15am Church - Christingle
Everyone welcome to attend, all children
will be in church

Friday 11th December All day House day and Generation Games

Friday 11th December tbc KS1 Nativity
Oak and Ash class performance, all
welcome to watch

Wednesday 16th December tbc KS1 Nativity
Oak and Ash Class perfornance, all
welcome to watch

Thursday 17th December tbc KS2 Carols Lime and Elder class

Friday 18th December 1pm Achievement Assembly
Children can go home after achievement
assembly. No afterschool club this day.

Monday 21st December - 1st January School closed Christmas holidays

*Items in red are newly added or
changes to an event Calendar 2026-27



DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION

Monday 4th January School closed INSET Day

Tuesday 5th January All day First day Spring 1 term

Thursday 14th January AM Swim Gala Letter to go home closer to the time

Friday 15th January 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Friday 29th January 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Friday 5th February all day Grown up to school day

Wednesday 10th February 9:15am Church - Ash Wednesday
Everyone welcome to attend, all children will
be in church

Friday 12th February 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Monday 15th February - 19th February School closed Half term

Monday 22nd February All day Spring 2 term begins

Friday 26th February 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Friday 5th March All day House day and Generation Games

Thursday 11th March All day Class photos

Friday 12th March 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Wednesday 17th March - 19th March All day East Meon residential trip Year 3

Tuesday 23rd March 9:15am Church - Easter
Everyone welcome to attend, all children will
be in church

Friday 26th March 1pm Achievement Assembly Children can go home after achievement
assembly. No afterschool club this day.

Monday 29th March- Friday 9th April School closed Half term

Monday 12th April School closed INSET day

Tuesday 13th April All day Summer 1 term starts

Friday 16th April 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Friday 23rd April All day Grown up to school day

Monday 3rd May School closed Bank holiday

Thursday 6th May 9:15am Church - Ascension
Everyone welcome, all children will be in
church

Friday 7th May 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Friday 14th May All day House day

Friday 21st May 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Tuesday 25th May - Friday 28th All day Calshot Residential Year 4-6



DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION

Monday 31st May - 4th June School closed Half term

Monday 7th June All day Summer 2 term starts

Friday 11th June 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Thursday 24th June 1-3:30pm Sports day
All parents welcome to come along and
watch

Friday 25th June 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Monday 28th June - 1st July PM Parents Evening

Thursday 1st July PM Reserve Sports Day

Thursday 8th July All day Transition Day

Friday 9th July 2:30pm Sharing Assembly (Quiz)

Wednesday 14th July 9:15am
Church - Leavers service (Elder to
present)

Tuesday 20th July 1pm Achievement assembly
Children can go home after achievement
assembly. No afterschool club this day.

Wednesday 21st July School closed Inset day

Thursday 22nd July School closed Summer holidays
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