
      Sorry once again for postponing Sharing
Assembly. Timings just didn't work with our unplanned
fire alarm. We will do double star of the weeks so
children do not miss out. Also we do not want Pupil
Council applicants to wait so we will announce those
in Collective Worship on Monday and then present
badges and celebrate at our next Sharing Assembly
on 23  October.rd

     Finally, we are excited 
about the Alton Art Society
Art exhibition and we have 
submitted our work. Please 
do go and visit (Saturday 
10th to Sunday 18th 
October at Alton Assembly
rooms) and I hope to see 
you at the award ceremony
on Saturday 17  October at th

11am. 
      Kind regards, Mrs Jo Ayres - Headteacher

“We warmly welcome each and every child to St Mary’s and have high aspirations for all our pupils.
 Through love, we nurture a sense of purpose, a direction, a meaning of life.
 Through respect, we celebrate that everyone is unique and special.
 Through belonging, we commit to our families and communities so that together we can flourish.” 

Love, Respect, Belong

Surveys! Equaliise in action!
Dear Families,
       So, this week is all about surveys. We want to
give you the outcomes of the parent survey and
pupil survey as well as thinking about this newsletter
and getting your views.
       Firstly to the pupils- the most important people. I
was delighted with the results and there were many
strengths. Almost all children feel they have an adult
they can approach with a worry or a problem and
enjoy school. There is so much to celebrate at St
Mary's we also want to find the next important
thread we need to look into. In our Education
Committee meeting last night, we decided to focus
on how children feel safe at school. Children shared
their thoughts around this including worries about
earthquakes and fires. Some we can address quite
easily. A few children worry about being ill at school
or falling off equipment. We would like to investigate
feeling safe at school using the new Pupil Council.
This will then ensure we have a whole school view
and I think we are more likely to get children to
open up and reflect more deeply. The reassuring
thing is that a very high number of children feel safe
but the comments really helped us see that we can
improve this even further. 
      The parent survey was highly positive and 95%
would recommend the school to others. It was only
19 responses so I am hoping this means positive
satisfaction. However, if it doesn't please do say. We
hear from parents very often so I am hoping that
this means we do get as much information and
feedback as possible. We will do these again in July
2027. Moving to the newsletter....we had to change
the format as we could not use Publisher any more.
We have moved to a Canva model but we want to
know from a parental point of view what it is like to
use. Newsletter Feedback Form. Please please
complete as we can change anything at this point.
We would be so grateful. 
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Safeguarding Everybody’s
business 
eeping children safe is our highest priority. Our
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and three
Deputy DSLs work together to support the safety and
wellbeing of all our pupils.
Our safeguarding team is here to listen, support
families and respond to any concerns about a child’s
welfare. If you have a concern or simply need some
advice, please don’t hesitate to speak to a member
of the team.

DSL: 
Mrs Ayres - Headteacher
Deputy DSL’s:
Miss Baker - Deputy Headteacher/Oak Class
Mrs Walke - Elder Class
Mrs Sutherland - Admin Office

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MEWUTSAMJE2roRvHix36CHot2qGAOWVDiE1lkCP1BRtUNktEU0FBWTBNUzNXSjFFNlhCRUpBSTlJOS4u


Key habit we are learning this half term: Perception

What do you want for your child?
The answer I normally get is happy. I 
sometimes get healthy. I also sometimes 
get 'not' answers- not worried, not 
nervous, not lonely etc.
In Collective Worship, we looked at the
big picture- how our habits grow within 
us. This is what we came up with. These 
are the things we want to stick- we did 
casually stick them on children with post it notes!

I think these align with everything we all want for our children but
these skills and qualities don't just grow by accident. We all need to
model, talk about and challenge our children to value these habits.
So please do read this each week and follow-up with a car
conversation or a dinner chat. This is the plan for the year; you will
get a postcard home for each half term.

SURVIVE AND BLOSSOM



j

Elder Lime

Ash Oak

Class Learning

Ask us about our Autumn Wreaths.

Ask us about our Anglo-Saxon Art.

Ask us about Sabre-Tooth Tiger’s.

Ask us about our Ancient Greek
settlements and fire lighting.



Alton Art Exhibition
The Alton Art Exhibition is a popular local event held at the Alton
Assembly Rooms, celebrating the creativity and talent of artists from the
surrounding community.
This year, we are delighted that some of our children’s artwork will be on
display alongside the work of local artists. It is a wonderful opportunity for
our pupils to have their creativity celebrated
and to be part of this much-loved community
 event. If you can attend, please do so. 
The event is open daily from Saturday
10  October until Sunday 19  October th th

between the hours of 10am and 5pm
(except the final day where the
exhibition will close at 3pm). 

Fundraising Marathon
One of our parents is running a half marathon in aid of Duchenne UK. This
charity provides vital research and support for those diagnosed with
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. This condition reduces muscle strength
over time and research is vital in finding new treatments and clinical
care. Please, if you are able to do so, support this mission. 

Support The Cause

SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOL
UPDATESUPDATESUPDATES

https://www.justgiving.com/page/april-rebecca?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL


Our children took part in a tag rugby event yesterday
at Perins and represented the school exceptionally

well. They played some wonderful rugby,
demonstrating excellent teamwork, determination and

sportsmanship. The pupils competed with great
enthusiasm and showed a strong understanding of the
game, supporting and encouraging one another both

on and off the pitch. Well done team!



This week, our Sunrisers travelled to Romania 🇷🇴 and discovered
Mămăligă cu brânză și ou, a traditional Romanian breakfast made

with creamy polenta, cheese and egg.
The texture was certainly interesting! We served ours with grated

cheddar. Traditionally in Romania it is served with crumbled cheese
and a soft egg.

We had lots of fun trying to pronounce the name! Here’s a little
pronunciation guide for you to have a go at home too:

Mămăligă cu brânză și ou
Mămăligă = polenta (muh muh LEE guh)

cu = with (koo)
brânză = cheese (BRUHN zuh)

și = and (shee)
ou = egg (oh oo)

So, who can have a go at saying the whole name?
 “muh muh LEE guh koo BRUHN zuh shee oh oo!”

Next week, we will be visiting Slovakia 🇸🇰, where we will be surprising
Mrs Baker with our culinary skills as we create a traditional Slovakian

breakfast dish!

Sunrise Breakfast Club and 
After School Club Update









https://edpsych.co.uk/newsletters/
https://edpsych.co.uk/visual-perceptual-abilities-for-primary-age-children/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSff9RwYQt8f4wlfY_kfEFFLbihden-Uex6K_yMtHq5IqeJZUw/viewform
https://edpsych.co.uk/












DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION

Tuesday 13th October All day Whole school Flu Immunisations Letter emailed to parents

Wednesday 14th October All day Ash Class Paul Ullson visit Letter sent home to parents 

Friday 23rd October 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October School closed Half term

Monday 2nd November School closed INSET Day

Tuesday 3rd November All day Autumn 2 term starts

Thursday 5th November 9:15am
Year 6 and Autumn born Year R height
and weight

Letter to go home closer to the time

Friday 6th November All day Grown up to school day

Monday 9th November All day Paul Ullson visit Oak and Lime Letter to go home closer to the time

Wednesday 11th November All day Individual and sibling photo’s

Friday 13th November 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Monday 16th November - 19th November 3:30-5:30pm Parents evening

Thursday 19th November All day Oak Class trip to Milestones
Museum.......... 

Letter to go home closer to the time

Tuesday 24th November PM Panto
Children will watch a pantomime in the hall
during school hours

Friday 27th November 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Thursday 3rd December All day Ash Class Trip to Butser Ancient Farm Letter to go home closer to the time

Wednesday 9th December 9:15am Church - Christingle
Everyone welcome to attend, all children
will be in church

Friday 11th December All day House day and Generation Games

Friday 11th December tbc KS1 Nativity
Oak and Ash class performance, all
welcome to watch

Wednesday 16th December tbc KS1 Nativity
Oak and Ash Class perfornance, all
welcome to watch

Thursday 17th December tbc KS2 Carols Lime and Elder class

Friday 18th December 1pm Achievement Assembly
Children can go home after achievement
assembly. No afterschool club this day.

Monday 21st December - 1st January School closed Christmas holidays

Monday 4th January School closed INSET Day

Tuesday 5th January All day First day Spring 1 term

Thursday 14th January AM Swim Gala Letter to go home closer to the time

*Items in red are newly added or
changes to an event Calendar 2026-27



DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION

Friday 15th January 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Friday 29th January 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Friday 5th February all day Grown up to school day

Wednesday 10th February 9:15am Church - Ash Wednesday
Everyone welcome to attend, all children will
be in church

Friday 12th February 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Monday 15th February - 19th February School closed Half term

Monday 22nd February All day Spring 2 term begins

Friday 26th February 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Friday 5th March All day House day and Generation Games

Thursday 11th March All day Class photos

Friday 12th March 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Wednesday 17th March - 19th March All day East Meon residential trip Year 3

Tuesday 23rd March 9:15am Church - Easter
Everyone welcome to attend, all children will
be in church

Friday 26th March 1pm Achievement Assembly Children can go home after achievement
assembly. No afterschool club this day.

Monday 29th March- Friday 9th April School closed Half term

Monday 12th April School closed INSET day

Tuesday 13th April All day Summer 1 term starts

Friday 16th April 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Friday 23rd April All day Grown up to school day

Monday 3rd May School closed Bank holiday

Thursday 6th May 9:15am Church - Ascension
Everyone welcome, all children will be in
church

Friday 7th May 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Friday 14th May All day House day

Friday 21st May 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Tuesday 25th May - Friday 28th All day Calshot Residential Year 4-6

Monday 31st May - 4th June School closed Half term

Monday 7th June All day Summer 2 term starts

Friday 11th June 2:45pm Sharing Assembly



DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION

Thursday 24th June 1-3:30pm Sports day
All parents welcome to come along and
watch

Friday 25th June 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Monday 28th June - 1st July PM Parents Evening

Thursday 1st July PM Reserve Sports Day

Thursday 8th July All day Transition Day

Friday 9th July 2:30pm Sharing Assembly (Quiz)

Wednesday 14th July 9:15am
Church - Leavers service (Elder to
present)

Tuesday 20th July 1pm Achievement assembly
Children can go home after achievement
assembly. No afterschool club this day.

Wednesday 21st July School closed Inset day

Thursday 22nd July School closed Summer holidays
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