
We have been reviewing the office needs to ensure
that we have the right roles and hours to meet the
ever-increasing demands of a school office. We
have therefore got 2 jobs available- an Admin
Officer/Business Manager for 3 days a week and
then an Admin Assistant that would be around 24
hours a week spread across 4 days. I will send the
adverts out when they are available. 
       Thank you for the concerted effort parents are
making to turn off engines as soon as you have
parked. It is safer and better for the environment. I
know as it gets colder, it may be tempting to keep
the engine warm but please do turn it off as a habit.
We all appreciate it.
        Lastly, if you have not had your say about the
newsletter, please do complete this asap, as Mrs
Sutherland would like to act on it before she leaves.
Thanks.

      Kind regards, Mrs Jo Ayres - Headteacher

“We warmly welcome each and every child to St Mary’s and have high aspirations for all our pupils.
 Through love, we nurture a sense of purpose, a direction, a meaning of life.
 Through respect, we celebrate that everyone is unique and special.
 Through belonging, we commit to our families and communities so that together we can flourish.” 

Love, Respect, Belong

maths and art shining brightly
Dear Families,

We are fast approaching half term, and the
children are doing so well. It is so hard for our Year
R's as it is their first full-time school half term- they
are such a great testament to you and your
families. They have done incredibly well. I should
probably wait until next week's newsletter before I
tempt fate, but I think they should have the praise
for what they have achieved so far. I think it is also
a step up for all the children too as they learn more
about the new expectations and the new pace.
Please remember to ask questions so you can jump
in to the Reading passports or understand
homework. This half term must end with pupils and
parents understanding their new challenges- so
reach out, we are here to help.
         I would like to say a special well done to our
Year 6 Challenge team who attended Amery Hill for
a great morning of Maths. The Maths teachers said
that our pupils showed real enthusiasm, resilience
and great teamwork What a superb event- thank
you Amery Hill.
       Moving from one success to another, our Art
entries to the Alton Art Society Exhibition did so well
and I can’t wait to attend the Prize Giving on
Saturday at 11am. Please do head over to the
Alton Assembly rooms (Crown Hill) to have a look at
the big exhibition of adult and 
child art. It really is worth the time. 
Special congratulations go to 
Evelyn Kendall (Y6 last year) and 
Halle Fleming- very well done!
      I wanted to let the community
know that Mrs Sutherland will be 
leaving on 22  October. She has nd

worked so hard in the office and 
she is so kind. I wish her all the very best for the
future. 
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Safeguarding Everybody’s
business 

Our Safeguarding Governors, Callum Knight
and Debbie Spencer-Jones, play an important
role in helping to keep safeguarding at the
heart of everything we do. Through their
support, regular oversight and commitment to
pupil wellbeing, they help ensure that every
child feels safe, happy and supported in
school. We’re grateful for the time and care
they give to ensure we have a safe and
welcoming environment. If you have any
concerns that you do not wish to raise directly
with the school DSL’s, please do approach
them. 



Key habit we are learning this half term: Perception

Next half term we will be exploring Persistence. Please do start to
have a think with your children about skills and behaviours that we

could use this card for, such as keeping going when things get tricky,
learning from mistakes and trying different approaches to

challenges.

SURVIVE AND BLOSSOM



j

Elder Lime

Ash Oak

Class Learning

Ask us about using trackpads and
touchscreens in Computing.

Ask us about the music we made, linking
to Anglo-Saxons! 

Ask us about Paul Ullson.

Ask us about our Science experiment with
microoganisms.



CBeebies Parent Podcasts

The BBC has a range of podcasts exploring parenting, offering insights,
advice and different perspectives on family life. These resources can be a
helpful way for parents and carers to reflect on their experiences,
discover new ideas and feel reassured that they are not alone in
navigating the ups and downs of raising children.

Click here to listen

Fundraising Marathon
One of our parents is running a half marathon in aid of Duchenne UK. This
charity provides vital research and support for those diagnosed with
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. This condition reduces muscle strength
over time and research is vital in finding new treatments and clinical
care. Please, if you are able to do so, support this mission. 

Support The Cause

SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOL
UPDATESUPDATESUPDATES

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0lfx0f4/episodes/downloads
https://www.justgiving.com/page/april-rebecca?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL


Breakfast Around the World Continues!
This week, our Sunrisers travelled to Slovakia 🇸🇰, where we made

traditional Lievance, Slovak pancakes!
As promised, we surprised Mrs Baker with a little taste of home, and

she absolutely loved it! 

 Mrs Baker shared stories about her country with the Sunrisers, making
this week’s breakfast extra special.

We served our Lievance with a dollop of plum jam, a spoonful of
crème fraîche, a dusting of ground poppy seeds and a sprinkle of

icing sugar. 
Our Lievance were slightly larger than traditional ones but it was

certainly a hit with the Sunrisers!

It was lovely to bring a little piece of Slovakia into our breakfast room
and learn more about Mrs Baker’s home country through its food and

traditions.

Next week, we will be travelling to Tanzania 🇹🇿 to discover and taste
another traditional breakfast! 

Sunrise Breakfast Club and 
After School Club Update



















DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION

Friday 23rd October 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October School closed Half term

Monday 2nd November School closed INSET Day

Tuesday 3rd November All day Autumn 2 term starts

Thursday 5th November 9:15am
Year 6 and Autumn born Year R height
and weight

Letter to go home closer to the time

Friday 6th November All day Grown up to school day

Monday 9th November All day Paul Ullson visit Oak and Lime Letter to go home closer to the time

Wednesday 11th November All day Individual and sibling photo’s

Friday 13th November 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Monday 16th November - 19th November 3:30-5:30pm Parents evening

Thursday 19th November All day Oak Class trip to Milestones
Museum.......... 

Letter to go home closer to the time

Tuesday 24th November PM Panto
Children will watch a pantomime in the hall
during school hours

Friday 27th November 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Thursday 3rd December All day Ash Class Trip to Butser Ancient Farm Letter to go home closer to the time

Wednesday 9th December 9:15am Church - Christingle
Everyone welcome to attend, all children
will be in church

Friday 11th December All day House day and Generation Games

Friday 11th December tbc KS1 Nativity
Oak and Ash class performance, all
welcome to watch

Wednesday 16th December tbc KS1 Nativity
Oak and Ash Class perfornance, all
welcome to watch

Thursday 17th December tbc KS2 Carols Lime and Elder class

Friday 18th December 1pm Achievement Assembly
Children can go home after achievement
assembly. No afterschool club this day.

Monday 21st December - 1st January School closed Christmas holidays

Monday 4th January School closed INSET Day

Tuesday 5th January All day First day Spring 1 term

Thursday 14th January AM Swim Gala Letter to go home closer to the time

Friday 15th January 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Friday 29th January 2:45pm Sharing assembly

*Items in red are newly added or
changes to an event Calendar 2026-27



DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION

Friday 5th February All day Grown up to school day

Wednesday 10th February 9:15am Church - Ash Wednesday
Everyone welcome to attend, all children will
be in church

Friday 12th February 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Monday 15th February - 19th February School closed Half term

Monday 22nd February All day Spring 2 term begins

Friday 26th February 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Friday 5th March All day House day and Generation Games

Thursday 11th March All day Class photos

Friday 12th March 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Wednesday 17th March - 19th March All day East Meon residential trip Year 3

Tuesday 23rd March 9:15am Church - Easter
Everyone welcome to attend, all children will
be in church

Friday 26th March 1pm Achievement Assembly Children can go home after achievement
assembly. No afterschool club this day.

Monday 29th March- Friday 9th April School closed Half term

Monday 12th April School closed INSET day

Tuesday 13th April All day Summer 1 term starts

Friday 16th April 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Friday 23rd April All day Grown up to school day

Monday 3rd May School closed Bank holiday

Thursday 6th May 9:15am Church - Ascension
Everyone welcome, all children will be in
church

Friday 7th May 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Friday 14th May All day House day

Friday 21st May 2:45pm Sharing assembly

Tuesday 25th May - Friday 28th All day Calshot Residential Year 4-6

Monday 31st May - 4th June School closed Half term

Monday 7th June All day Summer 2 term starts

Friday 11th June 2:45pm Sharing Assembly



DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION

Thursday 24th June 1-3:30pm Sports day
All parents welcome to come along and
watch

Friday 25th June 2:45pm Sharing Assembly

Monday 28th June - 1st July PM Parents Evening

Thursday 1st July PM Reserve Sports Day

Thursday 8th July All day Transition Day

Friday 9th July 2:30pm Sharing Assembly (Quiz)

Wednesday 14th July 9:15am
Church - Leavers service (Elder to
present)

Tuesday 20th July 1pm Achievement assembly
Children can go home after achievement
assembly. No afterschool club this day.

Wednesday 21st July School closed Inset day

Thursday 22nd July School closed Summer holidays
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